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In the Gospel reading Jesus exhorts us to be merciful. We ought to have compassion on those 

who don’t deserve it. But what Jesus says about mercy tells us much more about God than it 

does about us. Jesus says you are to be merciful as your Father is merciful. God is merciful. He 

has compassion on those who do not deserve it. This is who God is. Before you can be merciful 

to others you need to understand who God is, that He is merciful. 

Jesus also says, Do not judge or you will be judged. We are not to judge. But here again this 

tells us more about God than about us. We are not to judge because we are not the judge. We do 

not have that authority. The one who is the judge is God. He has this authority. If you take that 

authority on yourself then you will be judged. And the judgment you will face is not that of 

fellow human beings but of the Judge. God is the one who will judge you. In the same vein Jesus 

says, Do not condemn. If you condemn you will be condemned. Here again we learn who God is. 

He has the power to condemn. 

Do not judge, do not condemn. Instead, Jesus says, forgive. If you forgive you will be forgiven. 

Give, and it will be given to you. Instead of judging and condemning we are to be merciful. We 

are to have compassion on the undeserving and forgive them and give to them. We are not the 

judge. We do not have authority to condemn someone else. But we can show them mercy. We 

can forgive. We can give to others.  

And when you do, give in abundance. Give more than is necessary. Jesus says that good 

measure is shaken, and then pressed down, and then it is poured out so that it is overflowing. 

When the ancients would measure grain, they would pour it into a container, then they would 

pack it down tight, and then they could pour more in. They wouldn’t stop when it got to the rim, 

they would keep pouring more in. When it came time to pour it into the pouch the person would 

have hanging around their waist it would be overflowing. Jesus says, Give with the measure you 

wish to receive. If you skimp with others, don’t expect much in return. Give more than 

necessary.  

Jesus then spoke a parable: Can the blind guide the blind? If they do then both will fall into a 

pit. You taking on yourself the position and authority of judging and condemning others is like 

you being blind and guiding another blind person around. It just doesn’t work. To be a guide to 

them, to actually help them, you need to be able to see. How can you see others clearly if you 

think they deserve only condemnation? 



Jesus says that a student is not above his teacher. But when he is fully trained he will become 

like his teacher. We know how our teacher is. God is merciful. We are not like that. But we need 

to be. We are not above Him. We never will be. But we can be like Him. We can learn to be 

merciful. We can more and more be forgiving of others and giving to them rather than judging 

them and condemning them. And when we give we can give as God gives, in abundance.  

Why are we going around seeing the wrong in others when we don’t see it in ourselves? If you 

see the error of someone else, take note, it is only a speck. It looks much larger because you 

cannot see clearly. You cannot see clearly because you have a log in your own eye. You are not 

able to help that person out in their error until you have dealt with your own.  

This is fascinating because even as Jesus has said that we are not to judge He is here showing us 

that we indeed should see the error of others. And we should even bring it to their attention. This 

is not judging, this is making known to them the judgment of God on them. But if all you see is 

how wrong they are and how right you are then you are not really loving them and helping them. 

You are not showing them their error for the purpose of helping them to turn from their error. 

You are eager for them to be judged and condemned, you are not being merciful to them. 

First you need to confess your own sin. You need to see that you are in the wrong, you stand 

under the judgment and condemnation of God. You need to repent of your sin. You need to turn 

from your sin. God is merciful. He does not judge you. You are not under condemnation. He 

forgives your sin. If this is what you need, why do you act as if others deserve condemnation? 

This teaching of our Lord is nothing else than humility. It is in not comparing yourself to others 

but in recognizing how exactly alike you are with them. Don’t believe me? Think of those people 

who are worse than you. They’re rude. They shamelessly flaunt God’s commandments. They 

don’t go to church. You could go on and on. You could even bring up the heavy-hitters. The 

Hitlers, the Saddam Husseins, the David Koreshes. There’s no question they are worse than you, 

right? 

Wrong. You are not different than they are. Otherwise, why would God have traded His eternal 

throne for a feeding trough? Why would Christ have endured the indignity of insults and shame? 

But above all, why would He have submitted to being nailed to a cross and bear upon Himself 

the sin of the whole world? Christ died for the worst dictators in history even as He died for you. 

He died for you even as He died for them. The condemnation of God upon sinners is upon every 

sinner, you as well as the worst of the worst. In Romans 3 Paul quotes Psalm 53 that there is no 

one who does good, not even one. 

Do not place yourself in judgment over others. Be merciful. God is. He has shown you in His 

Son. You are filled with sin, though you may not always recognize it because there is a huge log 

in your eye. Even so, Christ has incorporated your stinking, filthy sinful nature into Himself in 

Baptism. You were buried with Him in Baptism and raised up to new life in Him. In fact, when 

you do by the grace of God see the log in your own eye you will see clearly to see another beam 



of wood. Two, in fact. They form a cross and on it was affixed the one pure, holy, innocent Son 

of God.  

This is how you know God is merciful. You are forgiven. This is how you are able to show 

others their sin. Not in judgment of them. In compassion. Pointing out their error so that you may 

point them to the merciful forgiveness of God in His Son on the cross. Amen. 
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