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Luke 15:1–10 

If you are a sinner you have come to the right place. Draw near to your Lord and listen to Him. 

Here in this holy place He welcomes you and eats with you. If you have not always done the 

things you should, this is where you belong. If you are burdened because you neglect those 

things you ought to do, this is where you need to be. 

On the other hand you may be aware of all the good things you have done. Perhaps you keep a 

mental list of all those things you have refrained from that God has prohibited. When you think 

about others perhaps you think about the wrong things they do and are glad that you don’t do 

those things. If this is who you are, well, this also is the place you need to be. 

You have the very same thing in common that those you look down on have. That is, you need 

what Jesus has to say to you. And so, you should listen to Him, because Jesus tells the two 

parables of the Gospel reading not to those who are lost but to those who are full of themselves. 

There are three parables in Luke 15 and they are often known as The Lost Sheep, The Lost Coin, 

and The Lost Son. But Jesus is speaking these parables to the Pharisees and the scribes. He is 

convicting those who think themselves as not lost. 

Luke tells us that the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to Jesus to listen to Him. The 

Pharisees and the scribes on the other hand were grumbling about this. This man welcomes 

sinners and eats with them. Why were the tax collectors and sinners coming to Jesus? Why did 

the Pharisees and scribes take issue with this? The Pharisees and the scribes took seriously the 

Word of God. They went to great lengths to do what was required by the law of God. They 

displayed great restraint in refraining from those things God’s law prohibited. 

The tax collectors however, they were fraternizing with the enemy. The Roman Empire exacted 

taxes upon the Jewish people. They enlisted Jews to collect the taxes. That a Jew would be in 

league with the pagan Romans was unconscionable to faithful Jews. These Jewish tax collectors 

would charge more than what people actually owed. In this way they did very well for 

themselves financially. This incensed the ordinary Jews. 

What about those others that Luke refers to as sinners? The Jews kept themselves pure by their 

rituals and in not coming into contact with Gentiles. If they did they would need to go through 

strict protocols with sacrifices and quarantining. Jews considered fellow Jews to be sinful if they 

did not follow the strict laws of the Bible and of the religious leaders. In adherence to the law the 

Pharisees and scribes were in the right and those who were coming to Jesus were in the wrong. 



The Pharisees and scribes lived a proper and decent life. The tax collectors and sinners lived a 

shameful and immoral life. 

And yet Jesus happily welcomed them. He spoke against the Pharisees and scribes. They are the 

ones who should have received accolades. The sinners were the ones who should have been 

rebuked. What exactly is Jesus showing? His two parables in the Gospel reading as well as the 

parable of the prodigal son in Luke 15 teach us how we should view ourselves. And also how we 

should view others. 

Jesus asks the Jewish religious leaders, those who are living in the way they should, Which one 

of you having 100 sheep, if you lost one you would not immediately leave the 99 and go out to 

find the one lost sheep? He is telling them that if they have compassion for one lost sheep, how 

much more for a person who is lost? But the Pharisees and scribes had disdain for these people 

who were coming to Jesus. They should have rejoiced that they were coming to Jesus. Instead 

they grumbled against them and took issue with Jesus. 

This is because their righteousness was of themselves. We call this self-righteousness. When 

you look at yourself and you consider yourself worthy. You think that you are in the right 

because of the way you live. You do what you are supposed to do and you refrain from what you 

are not supposed to do. You then see others as not in the right. You think of the things they do 

wrong and the things they don’t do that they should. But instead of having compassion on them 

you treat them as not worthy. 

Jesus on the other hand welcomes them and eats with them. He has joy that they have come to 

Him. If you go looking for the one lost sheep and you find it then you rejoice and place it on 

your shoulders and when you get home you call your friends and neighbors and say, Rejoice 

with me, I have found my lost sheep! How much more when someone who is lost and has been 

found! If a woman has ten silver coins and loses one of them, she sweeps the house and searches 

diligently for the one lost coin, and when she finds it she rejoices and calls her friends and 

neighbors so that they can celebrate with her. It is the same with the third parable of the younger 

son who left with his inheritance and squandered it. When he returned home his father was 

overjoyed and threw him a big party. 

Self-righteousness will guarantee that it is your only reward. But if you are happy that the lost 

has been found then you will share in the eternal joy of heaven. If you see that you are actually a 

sinner, that you are in fact unworthy, then you will see that Jesus welcomes you to His eternal 

party. 

Let’s be clear. Jesus is not saying, You can do whatever you want and I’m okay with that. He is 

not saying that you can live however you want and He will be fine with you. Jesus did not come 

to approve of your sin. He came to save you from your sin. And this is what the self-righteous 

miss. They look at others as the sinners and fail to see that they themselves are sinners. Those 

who came to Jesus realized their sin and their sinful ways. And they repented. Jesus said, If there 



is joy over one lost sheep that is found and one lost coin that is found how much more is there 

joy in heaven when one sinner repents? 

This is why you need to be here. Not because you are supposed to be here, although the Third 

Commandment is clear that you are supposed to be here. You need to be here because you are a 

sinner. God does not want your righteousness. You are not worthy. You are a sinner and live a 

life in which you do what you are not supposed to do and do not do what you are supposed to do. 

You need to be forgiven. That is why you need to be here, coming to where Jesus is to listen to 

Him. 

This is what He says to you—speaking through His called an ordained servant of the Word—I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. He says 

to you in giving you the bread and the cup, Take and eat, this is My body, take and drink, this is 

My blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of all of your sins. Draw near to Jesus and listen to 

Him. He welcomes you and eats with you. Now and forever. Amen. 
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