
INI 

The Will of God Is Always Best 
The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 
Sunday, September 19, 2021 
Luke 7:11–17 

We just sang it. Do you believe it? The will of God is always best. Always, no matter what. Do 

you have this confidence and faith that no matter what happens to you, God’s will is what is best 

for you? If things don’t make sense, or they seem wrong, and especially when they don’t go the 

way you want them to—do you truly believe that God’s will is best? That it is always best? 

Perhaps you have felt at times like the mother in the Old Testament reading. We heard last week 

that she had no more food left for her and her son. They would make one last meal and then die. 

But God sent the prophet Elijah who declared that their food would not run out. 

Only now her son became ill and died. Why did you come, O man of God, so that this tragedy 

has come on me? Do you think she felt like God’s will was what was best for her? And what did 

Elijah, this very man of God, think of God’s will? Why, God, did You bring this tragedy on this 

woman by killing her son? 

Or maybe you have questioned God’s will as those Christians Paul was writing to in Ephesus 

did. They were Gentiles. They were not of the ancestry of the Israelites of the Old Testament. 

They were outsiders to the people of God. And yet they were recipients of an amazing truth, God 

brought His salvation in Christ for them too! It was for all people. They had been in darkness and 

now were in the marvelous light of the Gospel. The apostle Paul was the one Christ had sent to 

them. 

But what kind of a God was this who would now allow the very messenger of this good news to 

be imprisoned and suffer at the hands of the Roman empire? They were distressed at what Paul 

was enduring. Was God’s will really what was best? 

And then in the Gospel reading there is the woman who had already lost her husband and now 

she has lost her only son. Was this God’s will? Could she say that this was for the best? 

If you have lost your spouse, or your parent, or your brother or sister, or your child, did you 

want to sing boldly that the will of God is always best? Did you wonder why God would take 

your precious loved one away from you? Did you question why God would allow such sudden 

loss? Were you wishing that you did not have to endure such loss and suffering?  

Paul pleaded with the Ephesian Christians to not sorrow over his chains. His suffering was in 

fact for their benefit. The will of God was in fact always best. The widow of Zarephath who 

suddenly lost her son was given her son back as he was brought back to life by the power of 



God. God’s will of allowing her son to die was in fact best for her. The widow who was bringing 

her only child out of the city for burial was likewise given her son back to her as Jesus raised him 

back to life. God’s will for her in losing her son was in fact what had been best for her. 

Now you and I live in the age where God does not give direct revelation to prophets and Jesus 

no longer carries out His ministry as He did for three years while on the earth. This is God’s will 

for you and me. When our loved ones die and are buried, they are not coming back to us. When 

you have prepared the nursery and sent out the announcement that you will have a baby and then 

you suffer a miscarriage, your dreams are shattered. When you try and try and are unable to get 

pregnant, you are devastated that you will not be able to have children. Have you ever fallen in 

love with someone but they decided it was not right for you to be together? Or it looked like you 

were going to get the job you had wanted and had worked hard for but it went to someone else? 

Your life is full of disappointments and tragedies and struggles. How is God’s will what is 

actually best over against what you want in your life? Paul says it this way in the Epistle reading: 

you are too limited in your thinking and in your asking. Rather, God’s will is far and away 

greater than anything you could ask for or think. You have your sights set too low. You need to 

look beyond the current anguish you endure and see the riches of God’s grace and His love for 

you. 

If you are trying to figure out why God wills what He does and why He allows what He does 

you are peering into mysteries that are too deep and too high and too wide and too long. In your 

agony of suffering the loss of your loved one, never to feel their embrace again, do you see 

God’s good and gracious will in that? See that His will is always best by seeing how His love is 

far beyond anything you could imagine. See how your God and Father felt the piercing in His 

heart of His own Son being given over into death. Contemplate the pain He endured in forsaking 

His own Son. It wrenched Him to the very core of His being but it was pure love that moved 

Him to turn His face from His own dear Son. His love for you is beyond comparing even as He 

grieved deeply in His own Son’s piercing He endured and His life coming to an end.  

What God saw in the suffering and death of His own Son is what you so often fail to see. Too 

often you are trying to understand your suffering and trials according to your own will. What He 

saw was life in that very suffering and death. When the young man died and his mother was 

surrounded by the people in her town as they carried him out, Jesus saw her and grieved with 

her. His compassion drove Him to say something we should never say to someone who has just 

lost their child: Do not weep. It was not simply that He was about to bring him back to life, 

although that certainly was a shock and a cause for joy! 

He saw in the death of that young man the result of the terrible consequence of sin. It brings 

about death. It separates us from God. It most certainly is not God’s will that we die. But though 

He allows us to suffer and even to die, His good and gracious will is always best. And that is 

why He turns death into the greatest blessing. In His own death Jesus brought about life. In your 



Baptism He brought about a death that you should give thanks for daily: your own death. The 

crucifying of your sinful nature into Christ’s death. And out of that death? Life. Because you 

were joined with Christ in His death, as He was raised by God the Father, so you too live in 

newness of life.  

This is the will of God. It is always best. It is eternal life in Christ, in whom you were Baptized 

and in whom you live. You may still struggle to see this in your trials. If others don’t know what 

to say to you in your grief or your trials, fall back on the promises of Christ. You will be with 

your loved ones in Christ again. You will be in heaven forever with no suffering or sorrow. Hear 

often His promise to you that He gives you His body to eat and His cup to drink. In eating and 

drinking the body and blood of Christ you partake of food that sustains you in this life and in the 

life to come. Amen.  
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