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 And on this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all people a feast of choice pieces.. 

– Isaiah 25:6 

 

Through the prophet Isaiah, the Lord promised Israel a great feast; a feast of choice 

pieces, of fine wines, and of fat things. Everyone loves a good feast, but there was more than 

food at work in God’s promise to Israel. See how the Lord promised not just food, but life itself 

through Isaiah!  “[The Lord] will destroy on this mountain the surface of the covering cast over 

all people, and the veil that is spread over all nations.” The feast of salvation promised through 

Isaiah entailed both the destruction of death and the bestowal of new life with God, just as it is 

fulfilled in today’s Gospel lesson. “And on this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all 

people a feast of choice pieces.” 

“A certain man gave a great supper and invited many.” According to the custom of the 

day, the host was a well-respected citizen of the community; someone who was a politician in 

the good sense of the word, for the word “politician” comes from a Greek word that means 

“city,” a place where people live and eat together. This feast was a chance to celebrate life itself, 

to live together in freedom and forgiveness, and to rejoice in mutual love and brotherhood.  

Moreover, the image presented in Luke’s Gospel is always of a generous host who gives all for 

the feast: the finest meats; the best wines; the freshest bread; everything hand-picked, prepared 

by chefs from a culinary institute, and no expense spared. How would you respond if a king 

spent his time, money and resources just to feed you? And what if he looked you in the eye and 
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personally invited you with the words, “Come for all things are now ready”? You would leave all 

behind and hasten to talk and eat with him, yes, to eat with Him as His own family! 

And so it is that God the Father has prepared a great banquet of salvation. He 

foreshadowed the feast in the OT, giving Israel a promised land of milk and honey, establishing 

sacred feasts in the OT “church year,” and promising an even greater feast to come. In the NT, 

God the Father prepared the feast of salvation through His Son. He sent His Son to live among us 

as one of us and to invite those who were weary and heavy-laden to come to Him for rest.  He 

fed the 4,000 and the 5,000 in the wilderness, indicating that He would fulfill all that was 

promised to Israel in her wilderness. And as any feast with meat requires bloodshed, He died our 

death, going to the cross as the Passover Lamb, the One who would be killed on the cross so that 

He could be eaten in the Lord’s Supper. And He rose from the dead to send the message to the 

ends of the earth: Come! For the water is in this font, ready to wash you in the blood of Christ. 

Come! The pastor is standing in the pulpit, preaching the word of the cross and resurrection. 

Come! The table is set with bread and wine, which will be joined to Jesus’ true body and blood. 

Yes, come and receive unlimited portions of fellowship, forgiveness, and faithfulness!   

And then what happens?  “They all with one accord began to make excuse.” One said 

that he bought a piece of ground and had to go see it. This is ludicrous. No one would buy a 

piece of land sight unseen and then go to look at it. Another said that he bought five yoke of 

oxen, enough to plow about 100 acres, and had to go try them out. However, no one in their right 

mind would buy a pair of oxen without first testing them to see if they could plow deep and 

straight furrows. Still another said he had recently married and could not come. Again, this is 

unthinkable. In a tightly-knit urban community, everyone would have known about the wedding, 
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and the host would not have scheduled a concurrent feast to compete with the wedding. The 

common ground of all three excuses is exactly that: they are excuses, not reasons. They reflect a 

lack of fear, love, and trust for the host. 

And so it is that God the Father has invited you to live and eat at His banqueting table, 

the one set right here in your very midst. Yet how do you, as a sinner, sometimes respond? Do 

you have time for meetings, but no time for Bible study? Do you use inconvenient service times 

and personal schedules as excuses not to attend church? Are you able to drive at night to fun 

events, but curiously unable to drive to an evening church service? Are you anxious to serve the 

church, but apathetic about theology? Do you make the most of God’s gifts by being in the Word 

and prayer every day or do you treat it as a low priority? Do you long to receive the Lord’s 

Supper as often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, or is the Lord’s Supper an optional extra 

that you could take or leave as the moment dictates? Oh, I know – finally having to put on shoes 

to go to church after Covid has actually thrown a few clergy for a loop, but you get the idea:  

our faith and actions sometimes deny the gracious character of our heavenly Father and Host, so 

we must repent! 

And what happens when the sinner declines the invitation to salvation? “The master of 

the house, being angry, said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, 

and bring in here the poor and the maimed and the lame and the blind.’” And His servants did as 

He commanded. They walked right past the high rises in La Jolla and went into the projects, the 

ghettos, and the drug-ridden neighborhoods. They literally offered the Host’s portion, table, and 

even his personal fellowship and friendship. It’s all free! Come to the Feast! After this second 

round of invitations, there were still some empty seats in the hall. And how did the Host 
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respond? “Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house 

may be filled.” There’s an interesting progression here from the Jewish elite, then to the Jewish 

outcasts, and finally to the Gentiles. Jesus spoke this parable at a meal in the house of a Pharisee. 

So the first ones to be invited certainly recall the pure-bred Jewish leaders who rejected Jesus. 

The second ones were the Jewish outcasts, such as repentant prostitutes and tax collectors, who 

believed in Jesus. Indeed, the NT word translated “streets and lanes” actually means little more 

than a sewer, reaching the lowest and most unclean citizens of the day. And the phrase 

“highways and hedges” implies the lively spread of the Gospel to beyond Jerusalem (Jews) to the 

ends of the earth (Gentiles). 

And so it is that the great banquet of salvation has been offered to all men. Jesus took on 

the flesh of all men. He lived a perfect live for all. Christ shed His blood for all. And now He 

lives to speak through His pastors to invite everyone to believe and be baptized. In baptism, 

preaching, and the Lord’s Supper; in liturgy, doctrine, and life the Lord here offers a great feast 

of forgiveness, life, and salvation. And see how He is the entire feast! He is the Host (literally 

“sacrifice”), who invites us to regularly dine in His presence, talking and eating in the Divine 

Liturgy. He is the waiter, who incarnationally walks among us and serves us at His table. Christ 

is the Guest of Honor, who sits at the highest place because He took the lowest place. And, in the 

Lord’s Supper, Jesus is even the main entree, the One who gives Himself for the feast because 

He Himself is the feast. And there’s still room at this heavenly banquet for your unchurched 

family and friends. There’s still room and there’s still time for you to invite them to come to 

church, to hear the Word of God, and to come to baptism or first Communion;  not because we 

made it attractive based on the latest survey of “felt needs,” but because the Host is Christ 
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incarnate, and He works through the preached Word to draw all men to Himself.  

Finally, there are at least three effects of eating together, which will help summarize the 

Gospel in today’s Gospel: fellowship, forgiveness, and faithfulness. Fellowship means sharing a 

common thing, viz., one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all. It’s not talking 

about coffee and doughnuts after church, although I suppose we all welcome that as we gradually 

lose our masks and rediscover eye contact. Fellowship means being bound together in a common 

faith, especially as it is expressed as we receive the Lord’s Supper together. Second, the feast of 

salvation delivers forgiveness. On a vertical level, God delivers the forgiveness of sins that He 

prepared through His Son and now offers in the means of grace. And, on a horizontal level, we 

are compelled to share that forgiveness with one another. It’s just like a married couple settling 

their argument before dinner time, dropping dead to one another’s sins, and then sitting down to 

eat in the spirit of forgiveness. Finally, this feast delivers faithfulness. Our Lord has given all for 

the feast, and He continues to give us all in the feast.  

And so, in contrast to those who have chosen to neglect and despise His banquet table, 

you are faithful to Him. As you yourselves have done this very day, we leave all else behind that 

you might sit at God’s table of salvation and receive the finest of wines and the choices of 

pieces, Jesus’ true body and blood. So in fellowship, forgiveness, and faithfulness, Isaiah’s 

prophecy is fulfilled on this churchly mountain as Christ talks and eats with us. As one 

Communion hymn puts it, “Christ himself shall banquet Thee” (TLH 311.8).   

God grant this feast of salvation unto you, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
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